CHAPTER TWO

A Neiu Republic Enters the Family

of Nations

THE REVOLUTION which gave birth to the Republic of
Panama in 1903 was born out of the vicissitudes pre-
liminary to actual construction of a long-dreamed-of ship
canal across the Isthmus. The idea of such a waterway had
been recurrently considered since early colonial times.
After the Wars of Independence the United States and
Great Britain were vitally concerned and their interests
often were in conflict in the Greater Gulf and Caribbean
areas. The United States in 1846 signed the Bidlack-
Mallorino Treaty with New Granada (as Colombia was
then called)   guaranteeing both  the neutrality  of  the
Isthmus and New Granada's control over it.1 The Clayton-
Bulwer Treaty of 1850, with Great Britain, was probably
the most important negotiation of the first half of the
nineteenth century concerning an Isthmian canal, and by
its terms we agreed to share with the British in a sort of
partnership any future project to build such a waterway.2
The Hay-Pauncefote Treaty of 1901 marked the retire-
ment of Britain from the entire field of a projected Isthmian
canal (including not only the Panama, but the Nicaragua,
and other possible routes of such a waterway), and left the
United States free to undertake such a project as a uni-
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